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William Gaillard Mazyck was the sixth and youngest son of 
Alexander Harris and Emma Gaillard Mazyck, both descend¬ 
ants of early Huguenot settlers in South Carolina. He was born 
in Cordsville, a little village on the Cooper River about 35 miles 
north of Charleston. 

His formal education ended at 16 at the outbreak of the war 
between the states. Though he never returned to school, he 
found time to carry on his education and became one of the 
best informed men in his native city. 

Poor health prevented his entering the Confederate Army 
and he became an apprentice in the Northeastern Railroad 
Workshops (now the Atlantic Coast Line) which at that time 
were in Charleston, but later moved to Florence, South Caro¬ 
lina. Before the war ended he was a locomotive engineer. At 
the war’s end he moved back to Charleston and for a short 
time was librarian for the Charleston Library Society. He went 
into the printing business but was forced by an epidemic of 
yellow fever to close out this business in 1871. Shortly after, 
he returned to the railroad business and remained in it until 
1895, at which time he was Treasurer of the South Carolina 
and Georgia Railroad Co. (now the Southern Railroad Co.). In 
April 1895 he resigned from the railroad to become secretary 
and treasurer of the Equitable Fire Insurance Co. which was 
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then being organized. He was still associated with the com¬ 
pany at the time of his death, having held the offices of secre¬ 
tary and treasurer, Vice President and Director over a period 
of forty-seven years. 

There were two events in his boyhood which he frequently 
mentioned: one was that he was the first person in Charleston 
to see the white flag go up on Fort Sumter, April 13, 1861, 
when General Anderson surrendered the fort. Young Mazyck 
had climbed a flag pole outside of the fort and could see what 
was happening inside. The second event was that he saw the 
"Hunley”, a submarine being unloaded from a freight car and 
was allowed to look inside of it and later saw her make a 
test dive. 

As a boy of about eight years he became acquainted with 
Dr. Edmund Ravenel, a conchologist of considerable ability 
and a man of broad interests. Early collecting trips along the 
beaches of Sullivan’s Island with Ravenel kindled an interest 
in the field of mollusks and it remained with him throughout 
his life. 

In 1913 he published his Catalog of Mollusca of South Caro¬ 
lina which included the land, freshwater and marine species. 
This was the first attempt to bring together all of the known 
species of the state, and" it remains our only source of informa¬ 
tion concerning the marine species occurring between North 
Carolina and north central Florida. 

I had the very great pleasure of meeting Mr. Mazyck on 
two occasions. The first was during a collecting trip to the 
Great Smoky Mountains in 1931. At that time I had two stu¬ 
dents with me, Harald A. Rehder, now Research Curator of 
Mollusks in the United States National Museum and Allan F. 
Archer, now Professor of Zoology at Tift College, Forsyth, 
Georgia. After a week of heavy rain we decided to head for 
a drier place and we started for Charleston with the hope of 
meeting Mr. Mazyck, with whom I had been in correspond¬ 
ence. Luck favored us and we found Mr. Mazyck and his two 
daughters, Ethel and Vallee at home. We camped in their 
backyard, but had our meals with the family, enjoying their 
wonderful southern hospitality. Our host suggested that per¬ 
haps we would enjoy a collecting trip to Eutaw Springs, Eutaw- 
ville, Berkeley Co., about 45 miles NNW of Charleston. This 
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was the type locality for Say’s Melania [Goniobasis] catenaria, 
collected originally by Stephen Elliott. When we reached 
Eutaw Spring, Archer collected the land shells in the area; 
Rehder the freshwater, and I led Mr. Mazyck down to the 
spring, for at this time he was nearly blind, so that he could 
feel for the numerous Goniobasis . This was a lucky trip for us, 
as this spring is now under many feet of water backed up by 
the dam on the Santee River which created Lake Marion. 

My second visit of only an hour or so was in 1934 when 
Henry D. Russell, Clinton V. MacCoy and I passed through 
Charleston while on our way to Florida and Cuba. 

His very fine collection was bequeathed to the Charleston 
Museum. 
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A List of the Recent and Fossil Mollusks 
Described by W. G. Mazyck 

(with their original references and type localities) 

andersonii Mazyck and Vogdes, Anomia: 1878, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila¬ 
delphia, p. 272, text figure (Cretaceous. Artesian well on the Citadel Green, 
Charleston, South Carolina). 

caelata Mazyck, Selenites: 1886, Proc. Elliott Soc. Charleston, South Caro¬ 
lina 2: 114, text figures; 1887, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 9: 460, text figures 
(Santa Barbara, California. Ex. L. G. Yates). 

charlestonensis Mazyck, Polygyra hopetonensis: 1913, Contributions 
from the Charleston Museum, no. 2, p. 7 (Charleston and Beaufort, South 
Carolina). 

elliotti Mazyck, Epitonium: 1913, Contributions from the Charleston Mu¬ 
seum, no. 2, p. 12 (Pawley’s Island, South Carolina). 

henriettae Mazyck, Helix (Triodopsis) : 1877, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila¬ 
delphia, pp. 297-298 (Eastern Texas. Ex. Jacob Boll). 

Juno Mazyck: 1888, Proc. Elliott Soc. South Carolina 2: 211 (Type-species, 
Helix bermudensis Pfeiffer) [—Poecilozonites Boettger 1884]. 

kurtzii Mazyck, Turbonilla: 1913, Contributions from the Charleston Mu¬ 
seum, no. 2, p. 13 (Sullivan’s Island, South Carolina). 

spilota 'Ravenel’ Gibbes, Marginella: 1848, Report on the Geology of South 
Carolina, appendix ix, p. xx (South Carolina) [ Nomen nudum.] 

spilota ’Ravenel' Mazyck, Marginella: 1913, Contributions from the Charles¬ 
ton Museum, no. 2, p. 9 (Sullivan’s Island, South Carolina). 

tenerus Ravenel, Unio: 1875, Catalogue of Recent Shells in the Cabinet of 
Edmund Ravenel, M.D., p. 7, Charleston, So. Carolina [nomen nudum], ibid., 
1875, p. 58 [nomen nudum] (Santee Canal, South Carolina). [This 1875 
catalogue was published by Ravenel’s son.] 

tenerus ’Ravenel’ Mazyck, Lampsilis: 1913, Contributions from the Charles¬ 
ton Museum, no. 2, p. 23 (Santee Canal, St. John’s, Berkeley Co., South 
Carolina). 

zacalles Mazyck, Cyclostrema: 1913, Contributions from the Charleston 
Museum, no. 2, p. 18 (Isle of Palms (Long Island), South Carolina). 


